
In this issue
The 91 daily readings in this issue 
of Explore are designed to help you 
understand and apply the Bible as 
you read it each day. 

It’s serious!
We suggest that you allow 15 minutes each day to work 
through the Bible passage with the notes. It should be a meal, 
not a snack! Readings from other parts of the Bible can throw 
valuable light on the study passage. These cross-references can be 
skipped if you are already feeling full up, but will expand your grasp 
of the Bible. Explore uses the NIV2011 Bible translation, but you can 
also use it with the NIV1984 or ESV translations.

Sometimes a prayer box will encourage you to stop and pray 
through the lessons—but it is always important to allow time 
to pray for God’s Spirit to bring his word to life, and to shape 
the way we think and live through it.

We’re serious!
All of us who work on Explore share 
a passion for getting the Bible into 
people’s lives. We fi ercely hold to 
the Bible as God’s word—
to honour and follow, 
not to explain away.

How to use Explore

the Bible as God’s word—

Pray about 
what you 
have read

6

Study the 
verses with 

Explore, taking 
time to think

5

Carefully read 
through the 

Bible passage 
for today

4

Ask God to help 
you understand

3

Find a place 
where you 

can be quiet 
and think

2

Find a time you 
can read the 

Bible each day

1
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Welcome

Being a Christian isn’t a skill you learn, 
like carpentry or fl ower arranging. 

Nor is it a lifestyle choice, like the kind of 
clothes you wear, or the people you choose 
to hang out with. It’s about having a real 
relationship with the living God through his 
Son, Jesus Christ. The Bible tells us that this 
relationship is like a marriage.

It’s important to start with this, because 
many Christians view the practice of daily 
Bible-reading as a Christian duty, or a hard 
discipline that is just one more thing to get 
done in our busy modern lives.

But the Bible is God speaking to us: opening 
his mind to us on how he thinks, what he 
wants for us and what his plans are for the 
world. And most importantly, it tells us what 
he has done for us in sending his Son, Jesus 
Christ, into the world. It’s the way the Spirit 
shows Jesus to us, and changes us as we 
behold his glory. 

The Bible is not a manual. It’s a love letter. 
And as with any love letter, we’ll want to 
treasure it, and make time to read and re-read 
it, so we know we are loved, and discover how 
we can please the One who loves us. Here are 
a few suggestions for making your daily time 
with God more of a joy than a burden:

  Time: Find a time when you will not be 
disturbed, and when the cobwebs are 
cleared from your mind. Many people 
have found that the morning is the best 
time as it sets you up for the day. If you’re 
not a “morning person”, then last thing 

at night or a mid-morning break may suit 
you. Whatever works for you is right for 
you.

  Place: Jesus says that we are not to make 
a great show of our religion (see Matthew 
6 v 5-6), but rather, to pray with the door 
to our room shut. Some people plan to 
get to work a few minutes earlier and get 
their Bible out in an offi ce or some other 
quiet corner.

  Prayer: Although Explore helps with 
specifi c prayer ideas from the passage, 
you should try to develop your own lists 
to pray through. Use the fl ap inside the 
back cover to help with this. And allow 
what you read in the Scriptures to shape 
what you pray for yourself, the world and 
others.

  Share: As the saying goes: expression 
deepens impression. So try to cultivate the 
habit of sharing with others what you 
have learned. Why not join our Facebook 
group to share your encouragements, 
questions and prayer requests? Search for 
Explore: For your daily walk with God.

And remember, it’s quality, not quantity, that 
counts: better to think briefl y about a single 
verse than to skim through pages without 
absorbing anything, because it’s about 
developing your relationship with the living 
God. The sign that your daily time with God 
is real is when you start to love him more and 
serve him more wholeheartedly.

Tim Thornborough is 
the Publishing Director 

at The Good Book 
Company

exp82 internals.indd   2 08/12/2017   12:01



Bible in a year: Proverbs 25-26 • Hebrews 3 

John 20 v 1-18  Sunday April 1  1

HAPPY EASTER! As we enjoy the first appearance of the risen Jesus, pray that you’d 
hear and celebrate afresh the old, eternity-changing news: Christ has risen! 

EASTER: What they saw

Seeing
Read John 20 v 1-10

 y What explanations could there have 
been for what Mary saw in verse 1?

Notice the importance of “seeing” in these 
verses. Mary saw an empty tomb. John (“the 
other disciple”) looked at the strips of linen 
in the tomb. Peter saw the strips and the 
cloth that had been wrapped round their 
crucified Master’s head. John went inside 
the tomb and “saw and believed”. 

They saw an empty tomb. They believed… 
what? We’re not told! But we are told they 
didn’t understand that Jesus had to rise back 
from the dead (v 9). They believed the tomb 
was empty. They believed, perhaps, a miracle 
has happened. So far, so mysterious…

Hearing
Read John 20 v 11-16

 y What does it take for Mary to believe 
that Jesus has risen bodily, rather than 
that the body of Jesus has been removed?

Can you even begin to imagine the mo-
ment? Can you begin to appreciate how 
Mary felt as she heard the word “Mary”, and 
the light began to dawn, and the hope began 
to rise, and she began to turn towards him 
and see?

Our Father
Read John 20 v 17-18

 y Why must Mary not hold on to Jesus (v 
17)? What should she do instead (v 17)?

 y Whose Father is God (v 17)? Why is this 
wonderful news?

“My Father and your Father … my God and 
your God.” This is the great declaration of 
Easter. The beloved Son is the crucified and 
Risen Jesus, and he has given us—us!—his 
relationship with God. Mary could not hold 
onto him that day, and we do not see him to-
day, because he has gone ahead of us to his 
Father and our Father. His death was ours. 
His resurrection is ours. His ascension will 
be ours. And, as we wait to share in all he 
will give us in his glory, we are not to cling 
onto him. We are to share him.

 nPray
Pause to picture the scene and praise Christ 
at the end of each line of the second verse 
of this great Easter hymn, “Thine be the 
Glory”:
Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let the Church with gladness  

hymns of triumph sing; 
For her Lord now liveth,  

death hath lost its sting. 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 
Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.
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Bible in a year: Proverbs 27-29 • Hebrews 4  

  Luke 24 v 13-35                 
 2   Monday April 2

Delayed appearance
Over the next ten days, we’re looking at the resurrection appearances of Jesus. And 
today we answer the question: how do you see Jesus when you can’t see Jesus? 

Read Luke 24 v 13-27

 y Why did these two disciples not recognise 
Jesus, even though he was walking beside 
them (v 16)?

 y How do this pair seem to be feeling, and 
why (v 17-21)?

Why does Jesus delay revealing himself 
when his disciples are so “downcast”? 
Because he wants to teach them—and us—
how to follow him as their risen Lord when 
they literally can’t see him. They, and we, 
must do two things…

Remember why he came
 y What had the disciples hoped Jesus 
would do (v 21)?

But he hadn’t. They’d hoped Jesus would 
free the nation of Israel from the Romans; 
instead “they” (v 20) had killed him. We’d 
hoped, they say, but he didn’t; he couldn’t.

 y What does Jesus explain about why he 
came (v 26)? 

They are saying, We had hoped Jesus was 
going to redeem Israel from Rome, for self-rule. 
But instead he died on a cross. And Jesus is 
saying, I have redeemed my people from hell, 
for heaven. I did it BY dying on a cross. He 
came to suffer for us, and only then to enter 
his glory, so that we could enter his glory 
with him. His friends’ hopes of political 
liberation were not too great—they were too 
small.

 rApply
 y What is it that makes you feel downcast? 
What freedom do you most wish for? 
Freedom from tiredness? Illness? 
Loneliness? Childlessness? Poverty?  

This where you need to take care. Don’t 
grow disappointed with Jesus and downcast 
in your soul because he hasn’t given you 
something he never promised to. Remem-
ber what he has given you—his glory in eter-
nity—because he has already been through 
your suffering on the cross. 

 y How will this give you joy next time you 
feel downcast?

See him where he can 
be found
Read Luke 24 v 28-35

 y How does Jesus finally reveal himself to 
his disciples: in verse 27? in verses 30-31?

 y Read Luke 22 v 19. What are the 
similarities with the scene in 24 v 30-31?

They saw Jesus through his word and in his 
meal. We, too, find him in his word, which 
is all about him, his suffering and his glory. 
We, too, find him in his meal, as we see 
what John Calvin called the “visible words” 
of broken bread and poured-out wine. 

 y How does this episode excite you about:
• reading the Bible?
• sharing in the Lord’s Supper?
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Bible in a year: Proverbs 30-31 • Hebrews 5

Luke 24 v 36-49  Tuesday April 3  3

Three implications
The two disciples rush back from Emmaus to tell the others that Jesus really has risen. 
But they’re not the only ones about to put in an appearance in that room. 

Read Luke 24 v 36-49

What difference does it make to you that 
Jesus rose from the dead? In this room, Je-
sus points to three wonderful, life-changing 
implications of his resurrection…

Peace
Most of us aim to avoid being in conflict 
with others. The more important someone 
is to us, the more peace with them matters. 
Well, God is our Creator, our Sustainer, and 
the One who holds us in the palm of his 
hand. We do not want to be out of peace with 
him and face him one day as his enemy. 
Which is why it is so, so liberating to hear 
Jesus say to sinners, “Peace be with you”. 

 rApply
 y How does hearing Jesus say, “Peace be 
with you”: 
• help you live with more confidence? 
• help you to be honest about your sins? 
• help you when something goes wrong? 
• help you when something goes well?

Purpose
Humans are built to have a purpose, to be 
building something, to have a reason to get 
up each day. One way to know your purpose 
is to ask, “What is the one thing that you 
hope people will say about you when you 
die?” That you lived a full life? Raised happy 

kids? Enjoyed a successful career? Were 
well-respected in your community?

 y How many of those purposes will matter 
in a thousand years?

 y What was Jesus’ purpose (v 46-47)?

 y What is his people’s purpose (v 48)? 

Jesus is building something—the only 
thing—that will last for ever. He is calling 
people to enjoy his rule and his rescue as 
members of his people. Ultimately, nothing 
else matters. No other purpose counts.

And he invited his people that day, and in-
vites his people today, to be part of that great 
purpose. “You are witnesses of these things.” 
He will work through us. We will get to do 
something that is eternally meaningful, that 
will matter to us the day after we die. He 
gives us a purpose that death cannot mock. 
What else are you going to live for today? 

Power
 y Where does the ability to live with this 
purpose come from (v 49)?

In fact, this is the only source. The disciples 
must “stay” until the Spirit gives them the 
power they need. Without the Spirit, no hu-
man ability is sufficient. Without the Spirit, 
no human flaw is insurmountable. The 
presence of the Spirit in us means that we 
are never excluded from being part of Jesus’ 
mission, and never have any excuse for not 
playing our part in his mission.
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 1-3 • Hebrews 6  

  John 20 v 24-31                 
 4   Wednesday April 4

Blessed are those…
 
Seeing is not always believing. But believing without seeing is always blessed.

Doubting Thomas
Read John 20 v 24-25

 y What evidence does Thomas demand in 
order to believe Jesus has risen (v 25)?

Ours is not the first age to be cynical about 
the miraculous. And in a sense, Thomas had 
less excuse than today’s “Doubting Thoma-
ses” do—he had seen miracles; he believed 
that there would be a general resurrection 
of the dead at the end of time; and his own 
friends had seen the risen Jesus (v 24). 

Worshipping Thomas
Read John 20 v 26-28

 y How does Thomas come to worship Jesus 
as “my Lord and my God”?

Notice that Thomas drops his demands! He 
does not insist on touching Jesus’ wounds. 
He hears Jesus’ command to “stop doubt-
ing and believe”. And he does. “Doubting 
Thomas” is humble enough to become 
“Worshipping Thomas”.

But John’s Gospel as a whole shows us that 
this is not the usual reaction to seeing Jesus’ 
miraculous power. Throughout, people re-
fuse to believe who Jesus is, despite hearing 
his claims and seeing his miracles (e.g. 11  
v 43-50; 12 v 9-11, 17-19). Seeing is not 
always believing. 

Believing without seeing
Read John 20 v 29-31

 y Who is blessed (v 29)?

Jesus does not praise Thomas for following 
the evidence that he can see—he pointedly 
praises those who will believe without see-
ing. Thomas should have believed when he 
heard the testimony of his friends.

 y And what should cause people to believe 
in Jesus today (v 30-31)?

It is humble to be uncertain in the absence 
of evidence. It is arrogant to insist on 
remaining uncertain in the presence of evi-
dence. We cannot stare at Jesus’ body; we can 
read his word. And to believe as we do so is 
to be blessed with “life in his name” (v 31).

 rApply
 y Do you ever wish you’d seen Jesus, 
because then it would be so much easier 
to believe and not doubt? Is that a good 
thing, do you think?

 y How will Jesus’ actions and (especially)
his words to Thomas encourage you to 
keep believing and enjoy his blessing?

 nPray
Lord, when I doubt, please point me back 
to your word. Thank you for the plethora of 
evidence of your resurrection that I find there. 
Please help me to believe and to worship with-
out seeing. Amen.
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 4-5 • Hebrews 7

John 21 v 1-27  Thursday April 5  5

In ordinary life
 
The risen Jesus makes an extraordinary difference to the ordinariness of daily life. 

The fish
Read John 21 v 1-7a

What do you do after the risen Jesus has 
appeared to you? These disciples went back 
to normal life. John does not comment 
on whether this was a good response. He 
simply recounts that these seven, including 
himself and Peter, went back to fishing, back 
where it had all started (Mark 1 v 16-20). 

 y How does it go (John 21 v 3)?

 y What does Jesus do (v 4-6)?

 y Why do you think the disciple whom 
Jesus loves (that is, John) realises who it 
is who is standing on the shore (v 7a)?

It’s ordinary life. Except that it’s absolutely 
extraordinary. The risen Jesus comes into 
his people’s lives to really provide for his 
people. If we have eyes to see, we can see 
this in our own lives. It may be an inex-
plicable physical or emotional or spiritual 
provision. We may not notice Jesus at work 
until after it has happened (as John and the 
others did not—the recognition of Jesus’ 
presence came after the nets began to bulge 
with the catch). It is why we are told to be 
“watchful and thankful” as we pray (Colos-
sians 4 v 2).

 nPray
Pray for eyes to see the risen Jesus at work 
in your life. If, as you reflect, you can see 

him transforming situations, or your  
responses to those situations, give thanks.

The splash
Read John 21 v 7b-14

 y How does Peter respond when he realises 
that the man on the shore is Jesus (v 7)?

Read John 18 v 15-18, 25-27

 y Why might we expect Peter to cower at 
the back of the boat, rather than rush to 
the shore?

This is the strange paradox of following 
Jesus. We know that he is the most powerful 
man in the universe, and that we have failed 
him. Yet we run to him, and not away from 
him, for we also know that he is the most 
loving man in the universe, and that he has 
forgiven us. He does not come into our lives 
to punish us, for he bore that punishment 
himself. He comes into our lives to provide 
for us. And so we run to him in freedom, 
not away from him in fear.

 rApply
Have you been holding Jesus at arm’s length 
for any reason? Perhaps because of a par-
ticular sin, or because you feel you should 
be more excited about following him, or 
simply a better person before you can come 
to him? Stop! Come to him. He knows 
the worst about you, and he loves you still. 
Come to him.

exp82 internals.indd   5 08/12/2017   12:01



Bible in a year: Leviticus 6-7 • Hebrews 8

  John 21 v 15-24                 
 6   Friday April 6

Do you love me?
“I love you.” Three words that are easy to say, hard to mean, and still harder to live out. 
And love is not instinctive. We need to be instructed—by the greatest Lover of all. 

Read John 21 v 15-24

Love recognises
 y What does Peter call Jesus (v 15-17)?

There was only one person a first-century 
Jew like Simon Peter called Lord: God. Every 
time we read in the Gospels of someone 
calling Jesus “Lord”, we have to stop and 
remember what they are saying—that the 
man they are looking at is God himself. Peter 
recognises that there is only one category 
big enough to hold Jesus—the Lord who is 
God. Love recognises who someone really 
is, and treats them accordingly. If you love 
Jesus, you’ll live with him as Lord.

Love cares
 y What job does Jesus give Peter? 

Love seeks to give, not to take. And Jesus 
is showing Peter that those who love him 
will give to him by giving to his people. The 
reality of our love is seen in our love for 
his people: in the way we use the roles and 
the gifts we are given to serve his flock. It 
means feeding Jesus’ sheep with his word, 
in teaching and in conversations.

Love sticks
 y Why do you think Jesus asks Peter his 
question three times? (Hint: Look back 
to 18 v 15-18, 25-27.)

Peter hadn’t always said “I love you”; but 
rather “I don’t know him”— three times. 
Jesus is saying, Love doesn’t do that. Love 
doesn’t deny the relationship. It doesn’t keep 
to the private realm. Love sticks. You do not 
love Jesus if you only do it part-time, when 
it’s easy or popular but not when it’s hard 
or costly. 

Love costs
 y What kind of death do you think Jesus is 
describing in 21 v 18-19?

Imagine being Peter. Imagine spending the 
rest of your life knowing that this is where 
your life is heading. Peter’s love for Jesus 
would cost him his life. Love that is not 
costly is not love. Love that only goes as far 
as convenience dictates or common sense 
directs is not love. To love Jesus is to follow 
him to death, and through death.

Jesus loves
How can we love Jesus like this? By know-
ing that he first loved us like this—and he 
loves far more than we ever will. Jesus rec-
ognises us as what we are: sinners in need 
of rescue. Jesus cares for us. Jesus sticks 
with us. Jesus has paid the ultimate, eternal 
cost for us. 

 rApply
Jesus says, “Do you love me?”
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 8-10 • Hebrews 9

Matthew 28 v 16-20  Saturday April 7  7

Therefore go
The resurrection of Jesus is the antidote to our doubts. And the resurrection of Jesus is 
the driver of our witness. 

Read Matthew 28 v 16-20

Our reality
 y How did eleven of Jesus’ closest friends 
respond when they saw him (v 17)?

“Worshipped” and “doubted” are two words 
it is strange to find in the same sentence. 
Yet isn’t this a description of the reality of 
being a Christian? We worship Jesus as our 
Lord, even as, at times, we struggle with 
doubts. Don’t ever give in to the devil’s lie 
that if you doubt, you cannot be worship-
ping. Sometimes, the two co-exist.

But equally, don’t just accept your doubts. 
Look up from them…

His authority 
 y How would Jesus’ actions and words in 
verse 18 have made a difference to any 
doubting disciples, do you think?

All authority. There is not one atom in the 
physical or spiritual realm which does not 
belong to Jesus. The fundamental truth of 
the universe is: Jesus rose and Jesus rules. 
When we doubt, we need to look at the res-
urrection, and we need to hear of his rule. 

Our mission
The truth of verse 18 doesn’t only deal with 
our doubts; it drives our evangelism. Hav-
ing died, Jesus rose; the loving character 

he reveals through these acts deserves our 
worship. Jesus rose, and so he rules with all 
authority; the powerful position he enjoys 
demands our worship—and not just ours, 
but everyone’s. A refusal to worship Jesus is 
not just a shame; it is an offence. Jesus rose, 
and Jesus rules—and “therefore” we go 
and make disciples, so that more and more 
people give Jesus the worship that he both 
deserves and demands. 

Notice that Jesus says “disciples” (v 19). We 
do not simply pray for and work for people 
to come to faith, but for people to mature in 
their faith, obeying “everything” Jesus com-
mands (v 20). 

His promise
 y How does the end of verse 20 reassure us 
if we are daunted by verses 19-20a?

We are not alone. Jesus not only commands 
us to go and make disciples; he empowers 
us. By his Spirit, he remains Immanuel—
God with us (1 v 23).

 rApply
Imagine if every Explore reader obeyed the 
command to make disciples this week. 
What a difference that would make!

 y So, whether it involves crossing the seas 
or crossing your street, who will you 
share the gospel with this week, and 
how? 
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 11-12 • Hebrews 10 v 1-18

  Acts 1 v 1-11                 
 8   Sunday April 8

Don’t just stand there
The last pre-ascension appearance of the risen Jesus points us forwards to the final 
appearance of the risen Jesus—and reminds us of what to do in between. 

The point of appearing
Read Acts 1 v 1-3

 y What two purposes did Jesus have in 
appearing to his followers (v 3)?

The plan for now
Read Acts 1 v 4-8

 y What did the disciples think might be 
next on the Lord’s calendar (v 6)?

 y What do you make of his answer (v 7)?

The disciples’ confusion is not so much 
to do with what will happen but when it 
will happen. One day, the kingdom will be 
restored to Israel—that is, God’s King will 
rule over God’s people in this world, bring-
ing them the peace and prosperity, safety 
and security that God promised. But not yet. 
There is another era to come between the 
resurrection of the King and the full and 
final restoration of his kingdom. 

 y What must we do during that era (v 8)?

The time we live in
Read Acts 1 v 9-11

 y How do the disciples respond to the 
ascension of Jesus (v 10)?

 y What do the angels who appear in verse 
10 seem to think of this response (v 11)?

From verse 9, we are in a new era of his-
tory—one that continues to this day. It is the 

time between the Lord’s return to heaven, 
and the Lord’s return to earth. It is a time 
when the kingdom of God exists in the 
hearts of its citizens, and spreads through 
the proclamation of the triumph of its King 
and the invitation to come under his loving 
rule. It is a time before the kingdom comes 
in all its full glory. But it is not a time to 
stand around, waiting. It is a time to go 
around, witnessing. After all, the only thing 
that we know about the date of Jesus’ return 
and the restoration of the kingdom is that 
the “ends of the earth” must hear about 
King Jesus first.

 rApply
 y If we were to examine your bank 
balance, look at your calendar, and 
record your words for a week, would they 
show that you know that you live in the 
witnessing era, and that Jesus is coming?

 y Does anything need to change?

 nPray
Lord, Give me a route through my day that 
leads me to someone who is ready to hear of 
the Lord Jesus. Give me the words to say that 
will communicate the truth that I love in a 
way that is clear and compelling. Give me a 
memory that remembers to pray each day for 
those I witness to. Give me a heart that truly 
wants to pray what I have just prayed. Amen.
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 13 • Hebrews 10 v 19-39

Acts 9 v 1-9  Monday April 9  9

The road to Damascus
This is the age of the church’s witness—the age of the Spirit. Jesus is reigning in 
heaven. So his appearances are less frequent than before. But not unknown…  

And he’s about to turn history around by 
turning a man around.

Persecutor
Read Acts 9 v 1-9

Don’t let overfamiliarity with this episode 
blind you to the type of man Saul was.

 y Read Acts 26 v 9-11. How does Saul 
(now Paul) describe himself, years later?

 y Who does the risen Jesus accuse Saul of 
persecuting (9 v 4)?

 y What does this tell us about Jesus’ 
relationship to his people?

Preacher
Read Acts 9 v 10-22

 y Why did Ananias’ actions require great 
trust in God?

 y What did Jesus reveal was the purpose of 
Saul’s conversion (v 15)?

Saul has been saved and Saul will be sent. 

 y How do Saul’s actions at the end of the 
episode stand in complete contrast to 
his intentions at the start of it (compare 
Acts 9 v 1-2 with v 19b-22)?

Jesus and his people
Unless we too were converted by encounter-
ing the voice of Jesus on our way to perse-
cute his followers, this episode can feel a 

little distant from our lives—until we focus 
on what it tells us about the risen Jesus. 

1. The risen Jesus can turn anyone around. 
Whether through an audible voice and a 
visible light, or by the internal work of his 
Spirit to bring light to a heart (2 Corinthians 
4 v 6), no one is beyond Christ’s reach—
even Saul. Jesus can save anyone. 

2. The risen Jesus is personally, painfully com-
mitted to his church. Their pain is his. Saul’s 
persecution of Christ’s people was, Jesus 
said, a persecution of “me”. This is how 
much he cares about his family. As a parent 
almost physically feels the pain of a child, so 
the risen Lord feels the pain of his people. 

3. The risen Jesus is the commander of his 
people. He tells Ananias to “Go”—and then 
gives him the privilege of being the man 
who baptises Saul. He chooses Saul to be 
his “instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles” (Acts 9 v 15)—he gives Saul the 
privilege of taking the gospel to the nations. 
Even as we marvel at his glorious appear-
ance on the road, we see that Jesus’ usual 
means of growing his kingdom is through 
the work of the subjects of that kingdom. 
That may mean we are called to walk down 
the street, as Ananias was, or to cross the 
seas, as Saul was. 

 rApply
 y How do these great truths encourage you 
today? How do they challenge you?
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Bible in a year: Leviticus 14 • Hebrews 11 v 1-19

  Revelation 1 v 12-18                 
 10   Tuesday April 10

Those pictures are all true. But we cannot 
stop there… 

Who John saw
Read Revelation 1 v 12-16

Try to picture the scene that the elderly 
apostle John saw, as best you can.

 y What adjectives would you use to 
describe Jesus, as he appears here?

As well as giving an overall impression of 
majesty and power, each detail is symbolic:

•  “Someone like a son of Man”—Daniel 7  
v 13-14.

•  “Dressed in a robe reaching down to his 
feet”—Exodus 28 v 4.

•  “The hair on his head was white like 
wool”—Daniel 7 v 9.

•  “His eyes were like blazing fire”—Revela-
tion 2 v 18.

•  “His feet were like bronze glowing in a 
furnace—note the contrast with Daniel 2 
v 41-42.

•  “His voice was like the sound of rushing 
waters”—Ezekiel 43 v 2.

•  “Coming out of his mouth was a sharp 
double-edged sword—Revelation 19 v 15.

•  “His face was like the sun”—Revelation 
21 v 23.

This is Jesus, right now. He is the awesome, 
indescribable, uncontainable risen, reign-
ing, eternal King—and he is your Brother.

Where he stood
 y Where was Jesus standing (Revelation 1 
v 12-13)?

As chapters 2 – 3 make clear, each of 
these represents a church—and these 
seven churches represent the whole church 
throughout history. Churches are not 
lamps—they are lampstands. The brilliant 
radiance of Jesus shines out through local 
churches. Our task—our privilege—is to let 
his light shine through us. The risen King’s 
appearances now are through his church lift-
ing him high. If that does not excite us about 
committing to our church, nothing will.

Jesus’ hand
Read Revelation 1 v 17-18

 y Why is John’s response to this sight of 
Jesus in verse 17 the only sensible one?

 y Why can he be unafraid (v 17-18)?

Revelation is written to criticised, margin-
alised and persecuted churches, to encour-
age them to stay faithful and keep witness-
ing. What they, and we, most need is simply 
to know this Jesus. He is supreme over all… 
sovereign over death… stunning in his maj-
esty. And his loving hand is on us.  

 nPray
Read through verses 12-18 again, pausing 
to praise the risen Jesus, and recommitting 
your life to enjoying him, and serving him.

Jesus as he is right now
Who do you see when you think of Jesus? The baby in the manger? The great teacher 
and miracle-worker? The loving friend? The crucified Saviour? 
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